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search. He had only to kneel., to pray, to remember. But
again the subjective beauty of the story is caricatured by the
objective action. Stransom buys an altar for one of the
chapels: ccthe altar and the sacred shell that half encircled it,
consecrated to an ostensible and customary worship., were
to be splendidly maintained; all that Stransom reserved to
himself was the number of his lights and the free enjoyment
of his intentions". Surely no one so near in spirit, at any rate
in this one particular, to the Catholic Church was ever so
ignorant of its rules. How was it that a writer as careful as
James to secure the fullest authenticity for his subjects could
mar in this way one of his most important stories? It cannot
be said that he had not the time to study Catholicism; there
was no limit to the time which James would devote to any-
thing remotely connected with his art. Was it perhaps that the
son of the old Swedenborgian was afraid of capture? A friend
of James once spoke to him of a lady who had been converted
to Catholicism. James was silent for a long while; then he
remarked that he envied her.

The second point which may have attracted James to the
Church was its treatment of supernatural evil. The Anglican
Church had almost relinquished Hell. It smoked and burned
on Sundays only in obscure provincial pulpits, but no day
passed in a Catholic Church without prayers for deliverance
from evil spirits "wandering through the world for the ruin
of souls". This savage elementary belief found an echo in
James's sophisticated mind, to which the evil of the world
was very present. He faced it in his work with a religious
intensity. The man was sensitive, a lover of privacy, but it
is absurd for Mr MacCarthy to picture the writer "flying
with frightened eyes and stopped ears from that City of
Destruction till the terrified bang of his sanctuary door leaves
him palpitating but safe".

If he fled from London to Rye, It was the better to turn at
bay. This imaginary world, which according to Mr Mac-
Carthy he created, peopled with "beings who had leisure and